[image: image1.jpg]Sarah hasn’t made
her knowledge very
relevant. She needs
to focus on childhood

more.

A good point about
compulsory education,
but she should say
more about its impact
on children, not just
on their future life

chances as adults.

Some good points
about infant mortality
and family size. What
impact have these
changes had on
children’s position?

Good point about
labour laws. Sarah
could link the idea of
‘economic asset’ back
to declining family

size.

A reasonable
summary to conclude,
but she should have
raised a wider range
of issues.

(e) Examine the reasons for changes in the position of children in th
last 200 years (Item A). 20 marks]

SARAH’S ANSWER

Childhood has changed a great dedl in the last 200 uears 4s
ltem A shows we have e from an extended to a miclear Zm y
strveture, where people no longer work. fogether as o famly wnit
but each advlt ges ovt to work in factories, offices e Tris
means that we are no !onger a unit of production and this ras s
effects on the family and children.

One important change has been education. In the past, crilarer
rarely got mvch education if any, whereas i+ was made compilson
fo go To school in the late 19th century and since “rer e
school !eaving age has gone vp to sixteen. This mears Tror today
children are better edvcated and so are prepared fo achieve their
social statvs and have career oppor“hmiﬁes.

C

Another change is the iyy\Pr*ove/rvnemL n children's healtn ard
welfare. With the introduction of the NHS, chilorer row have a
better chance of surviving and the infant mortality rate is mow
very low oompareal to the last two centvries. This means parents
don't have to have so many children in order to gt enovan fo
look. after them in old age. Also, there is less reed +o rave many
children becavse of the welfare stute, which can provide for +he

elder‘ly instead of their children having to do so.

Another big change is child labour laws, banning children from
working in factories, mines, efc., wntil they are old enovgh. This
means fewer children die in workplace accidents, but it also
makes children dependent on their parents financially. Becavse
they cannot g ovt fo work from their early years, children are
o longer an economic asset to their parents, who have fo pay to
support them through school.

Therefore as we can see, there have been major changes I
childhood in the last two centuries, including edvcation, bannin
children from working and smaller families. All these have had a

3rea+ imPac/l' on their FosH'ion N modern sooieALy.





