[image: image1.jpg]Good start - uses the
ltem, and hints that
sociologists can tell us
something about it.

She identifies some
explanations for
increases in divorce
rate - but she needs
to assess them.

Some explanations of
marriage rates - but
only a hint of

assessment (of radical
feminism). Explain
why women are now
more independent.

Useful to link falling
marriage rates to
wider social changes.

The point about
‘emerging family
type’ isn’t linked to
the question. Maybe

not the best point on
which to end - her
answer needs ‘tying
up’ more.

(f) Using material from Item B and elsewhere, assess sociological
explanations of changes in the rates of marriage and divorce.

[20 marks]

SARAH’S ANSWER

Aoooraling to the ltem, marriace rates have geterdlly decreased and |

divorce has increased in the UK. Indvstrialisation has seen a +urn
around in the way the family functions, and it is possible to analyse
the rutes within a sooiologioal context,

The divorce rute has increased dve +o g wide range of factors,
Women are no longer the property of men. The Divorce Act has
meant that women can now divorce men, and that factors other
than infioleﬁ'fy can be vsed for reasons to divorce. This has seen a
dramatic increase in family breakdonm, but g subsequent reduction in
marital violence. Dennis says that when the sexval attraction and
love qo between a cowple, there is no need +o stay married. Feople
stay 'f‘oge/qur far less for the ske of dependent children now.
The sﬁgma attached to divorce is not such an 1ssue

Marriage rutes have also fallen for severul reasons. Women are vhder |

less pressire now to marry and it is qyi-ﬁa common To e unmarried
women in their thirties. Women are more independent and can
manage withovt a husband finanoia!(g. They see that o family does
not have to be the sole urpose in life, and so many row/ remain
single. Radical feminists believe love is g myth made vp by capitalist
so&ie/fy to ehcovrige women o marry. This view seems g |ittle
harsh, bvt it is nevertheless a reason for women not 4o marry. Many
women now pvt their career first and will stay sinJa(e or cohabit.

Dennis believes the decrease in marriage is dve 1o a oss of family
functions — bureaqueratic agen&ies are taking them over |+ scems
the modernisation of sooiefy and the fami!y has resvlted in +his
decline of marriage and increase in divorce. [n a society where
the family's functions are more or less catered for by the state
apparutvses, the need to marry is less impor-tant.

The Kapopor*fs see the sing!e—Parem" fami!g as an impor“ram'
emer‘ging familg ‘Iype. Reconstitvted families are inor‘efdﬂhj@ popular.
Many people remarry now, and these families contribute o family

olive,rsHy m the UK.
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